This is one of the most valuable and important monographs on any subject of natural history which for many years has been published; and we particularly wish the attention of our readers to be directed to it, not only from the admirable details of the memoir itself, but also as it affords a pleasing evidence how easily many of the medical profession may contribute largely and efficiently to the promotion of other sciences as well as of their own.
When we state that the animal, whose anatomy Mr. Owen has here so beautifully developed, though abounding in many seas, has been long coveted, as perhaps the most rare of all prizes by naturalists ; (for, judging from the records of books, it has been only twice seen Mr. Owen discovered about fifteen round apertures in the membrane of the vein, and in the corresponding part of the peritoneum, so that the latter membrane is continuous with the lining membrane of the vein; and thus the blood may pass into the general abdominal cavity, and the fluid contents of that cavity be reciprocally received or absorbed into the vein. That great anatomist whom science has recently lost, Baron Cuvier, first detected a similar mechanism in the genus aplysia; and hence he was led to infer that the absorbent system ceases entirely in the mollusks, and "afortiori," in the animals below them in the scale.
The nervous system of the pearly nautilus, though analogous, is in many respects inferior to that of other cephalopods; the eye is also much more simple; the pupil is very small; the lens is probably wanting, and the retina, as well as the rest of the interior of the cavity of the eye-ball, is covered by a black pigment, which is consequently here, as in the cuttlefish, interposed between the impinging rays of light and the sentient membrane.
No distinct organ for hearing could be detected. 
